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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

2. Claims 1-5.7,9,1 1-13,22 and 24-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by 
or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Harriman et al. (ASHRAE 1AQ 
seminar 2001). 

Harriman et al. disclose using desiccant or mechanical dehumidifiers to dry out materials 
that have absorbed excessive moisture during construction. This practice allows building projects 
to stay on schedule while limiting the potential for mold problems. Fig. 5 shows a typical 
temporary enclosure and doorway erected by a drying contractor to retain the dry air in the part 
of building that needs it. To dry out moist material, the drying air must be contained. Keeping 
doors closed is never popular with workers, but the irritation can be minimized through simple 
springs on lightweight swinging doors. Hermetic air seals are not necessary in building drying, 
but humid outdoor winds must be kept out of the area being dried. Fig. 5 shows vapor barriers are 
installed in some areas. Also, using dry air during interior wall installation reduces the risk of 
hidden mold after the project is complete. The building materials can be kept dry during 
construction, the risk of mold growth is significantly reduced. Dehumidifiers make it a trivial 
matter to meet the MFMA specification. Fig.7 presents the drying times for drywall seams. 
Under the principals of inherency, if a prior art device, in its normal and usual operation, would 
necessarily perform the method claimed, then the method claimed will be considered to be 
anticipated by the prior art device. When the prior art device is the same as a device described in 
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the specification for carrying out the claimed method, it can be assumed the device will 
inherently perform the claimed process. Ir re King, 801 F.2d 1324, 231 USPQ 136 (Fed. Cir. 
1986). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Harriman et al. (ASHRAE IAQ seminar 2001) in view of Munters (Munters 2000/2001). 

Harriman et al. discloses the invention substantially as claimed. However, Harriman et 
al. does not disclose heating with dehumidification. Munters discloses dehumidification and 
heating in the same field of endeavor for the purpose of enhance moisture removal. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide the apparatus of Harriman et al. with a heating in view of Munters so as to 
improve dehumidification. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chen- Wen Jiang whose telephone number is (571) 272-4809. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00 to 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cheryl Tyler can be reached on (571) 272-4834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Chen- Wen Jiang 
Primary Examiner 




